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Status of the Resource and Industry - Historic 

- Peak harvests 

- Overfishing 

- Harvest declines 

Long term period of relative stability 

Oyster diseases 



Status of the Resource and Industry - Current 

Disease Disease 
Harvest 

decline 

underway due 

to lack of 

strong 

recruitment 

after 2012 



Three Oyster Management Areas 

Sanctuaries: 
Areas dedicated to preserving the 
ecological function of the 
population, preserve broodstock, 
and foster disease resistance.  

Aquaculture: 
Areas leased for private 
production of oysters and clams 

Public Shellfish Fishery Areas:  
Areas reserved for commercial harvest 



Oyster Management Areas – Public Shellfish Fishery Areas 

Fishery areas 
represent 76%  of 
available oyster 
bottom. 



Oyster Management Areas – Aquaculture 
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) Most shellfish harvested 

worldwide are produced by 

aquaculture. 

 

Maryland’s aquaculture 

industry is on the rise! 



Oyster Management Areas – Sanctuaries 

Green areas are the current 

2010 sanctuary areas 

Sanctuaries represent the 24% 
percent of oyster habitat that are 
unavailable to commercial harvest 
in order to: 
1. Preserve and enhance the full 

ecological contributions of 
healthy reefs, 

2. Expand broodstock to enhance 
populations throughout the 
bay, and 

3. Provide an opportunity for the 
population to develop disease 
resistance  



Oyster Management Areas – Sanctuaries: Large-Scale Restoration 

The states of Maryland and 

Virginia, with our federal and local 

partners, are moving forward on 

scientifically grounded large-scale 

oyster reef restoration in 10 

Chesapeake Bay tributaries 



Oyster Restoration 

Oyster Management Areas – Sanctuaries: Harris Creek  

Initial restoration of Harris Creek was completed in 2015! 

•  375 acres restored 

•  over 2 billion spat planted 



Five Year Oyster Review Report  

In 2009, the Statement of Purpose for Maryland COMAR08.02.01 specified: 

  

"The Department has committed to reviewing the effectiveness of the 

locations of sanctuaries, public shellfish fishery areas, and aquaculture 

areas every 5 years and to propose changes where needed." 
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Maryland Oyster Overview 

Questions? 

 


