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In coordination with other State agencies, DNR works 
with local and federal governments to administer 
funding through innovative approaches that engage the 

community at large. One such program, the Maryland 
Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund accelerates 
Bay restoration by supporting the most effective projects. 

Largely financed through Maryland’s motor fuel and 
rental car taxes, the Trust Fund has been further augmented 
by Governor O’Malley’s direction of $100 million in Capital 
Funds. To date, it has invested in more than 1,100 water 
quality improvement projects, including those showcased 
on the following pages. Local funding and other grants 
also contribute to their success, as do the countless hours 
dedicated by passionate and devoted volunteers.   

Find more details on these projects and track their 
progress at dnr.maryland.gov/ccs
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Last March, the Parks & People Foundation coordinated funding, hired designers and 
constructed a large rain garden system in front of the Baltimore ToolBank, which lends 
high-quality tools to nonprofits and their volunteers for community projects throughout 
the city. Partnerships with the U.S. Forest Service and the Wildlife Habitat Council guided 
an entire stormwater management plan to create a filtering process to prevent toxins from 
entering the Bay. Built long before runoff was a consideration in urban areas, the site’s new 
gardens beautify the entrance to the warehouse while the native plants catch and retain 
rainwater from the 10,000 square foot roof.  

Parks and People
Trust Fund: $60,000
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Part of an overall strategy for the restoration of the Tidal Back River 
watershed, this greening project involved work at seven local schools, the 
community center and the Essex Park and Ride lot. The implementation 
met various program requirements while also meeting citizen needs 
for a healthy environment, clean water and an aesthetically pleasing 
neighborhood. This includes the design and construction of 8 bioretention 
areas treating 7.7 acres, one acre of impervious cover removal, 457 feet 
of stream enhancement, and nearly four acres of tree plantings. These 
improvements will ultimately remove 115 pounds of nitrogen, 20 pounds 
of phosphorus, and 10,213 pounds of total suspended solids per year 
from local waterways.

Tidal Back River
Trust Fund: $787,000
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With little capacity for runoff, the Arundel on the Bay 
neighborhood near Annapolis was accustomed to experiencing 
flooding and other stormwater issues. Partners including the 
Chesapeake Bay Program and the South River Federation 
joined the community to develop a watershed plan, which 
includes stormwater retrofits (such as rain gardens), a living 
shoreline and wetland expansion. Designed by Biohabitats 
Inc. and constructed by Keith Underwood and Associates, the 
completed project now serves as an example to further educate 
residents on how to best handle the results of storm events.    

Arundel on the Bay
Trust Fund: $788,600
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Horsebridge Creek
Trust Fund: $90,000
Channelized to drain farmland, the project at Horsebridge Creek — a tributary 
of the Pocomoke River — will reduce the impacts of the berm (raised land) 
bordering the western edge of the stream. The State and Wicomico County 
own a large portion of forested floodplain wetlands along the western shore 
and the Nature Conservancy (a project partner) owns other sections across 
the creek. DNR Engineering and Construction staff is replacing 14 culverts 
(tunnels inserted to allow water to enter the floodplain when the creek level 
rises) with wide openings that will allow more regular water flow into the 
floodplain from the creek.


