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A Message from the Governor
Dear Friends:

People throughout Maryland are coming together in partnership to 
protect our Chesapeake Bay so that future generations can continue to 
enjoy its breathtaking beauty and vast resources. 

The Maryland Clean Marina Initiative is a terrific example of this strong 
sense of environmental stewardship. More than 140 marinas and 
boatyards throughout 15 counties in our State have adopted these 
measures, and are now certified Maryland Clean Marinas or clean marina 
partners. 

Working together, we have made real and steady progress toward our 
goals by creating the Chesapeake Bay 2010 Trust Fund, updating our 
Critical Area legislation for the first time in 25 years, and establishing 
BayStat to coordinate restoration efforts.

Boaters, business owners, and citizens throughout the State are all 
important partners in our effort as One Maryland to protect Maryland’s 
waters for our children and grandchildren.

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Martin O’Malley 
Governor

 





Foreword

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is pleased to present 
this guidebook of practical, common sense tips for controlling pollutants 
associated with vessel operation, maintenance and storage. This 
guidebook also reviews relevant environmental laws and regulations.

Maryland’s Clean Marina Initiative, working in partnership with the 
Marine Trades Association of Maryland, promotes voluntary adoption 
of pollution prevention measures. Marinas, boatyards and yacht clubs 
of any size can be certified Maryland Clean Marinas after adopting the 
practices in this guide and passing a site inspection by DNR and industry 
representatives. Our goal is to certify at least 25 percent of the state’s 
more than 600 marinas.

If your business has yet to become certified, we urge you to join the more 
than 140 operators who have chosen to lead by example in our effort 
to promote sustainable practices to protect Maryland’s vast network of 
waterways.

				  

			    
			   Joseph P. Gill       
			   Secretary
			   Maryland Department of Natural Resources
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