We are writing to urge you to designate Mallows Bay in Charles County, Maryland as the
Nation’s newest National Marine Sanctuary (NMS). Mallows Bay would be the first Sanctuary on our
Nation’s river — the Potomac, and the first in the Nation’s largest estuary — the Chesapeake Bay.

As a (describe) organization that works to (describe mission), we believe that Mallows Bay
would be an outstanding addition to the National Marine Sanctuary System. It is home to the largest
and most diverse collection of historic shipwrecks in the United States, from the Revolutionary War to
the present, totaling nearly 200 known vessels. It includes the remains of the largest assemblage of
World War | wooden steamships, the largest pre-World War Il shipbreaking operation in the United
States and numerous Native American, Potomac River fishing industry, and Civil War archeological sites.
It is also a unique marine and terrestrial ecosystem that offers tremendous opportunities to educate the
public about our nation’s maritime history and to promote conservation, research, recreational fishing
and boating, and tourism.

Mallows Bay is, in short, a nationally significant and ecologically important resource. We can
think of nothing more timely to commemorate the anniversary of World War | and our maritime history
and to leave a lasting legacy for future generations of Americans than to designate Mallows Bay as a
National Marine Sanctuary. We urge you to do so.



