Activity 1

Oyster Lab
What Can the Oyster’s Shell Tell Us?
Look at the shells; they are sometimes called “valves.”


How many valves are there?



1___ 2___ 3___ 4___ Too many to count___


Animals that have this many valves (like oysters) are called:



Univalve___ Bivalve___ Multivalve___



(Hint:  How many wheels does a bicycle have?)


What other animals have this many valves (shells)?



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________

What do you think the valves are for? _________________________________________

__________________________________________

Hold your oyster so that the flatter valve is on top.


Are the two shells the same size?



Yes___ No___

If not, which one is bigger?



Top shell___ Bottom shell___

Notice the oyster has a rounded end and a pointed end.  The rounded end is called the “bill.”  The pointed end is called the “umbo,” and it is the oldest part of the oyster.  (The oyster grows out from here.) A hinge at the umbo attaches the two shells. 


What kind of joints in your body are a little like the hinge of an oyster (check any you think are correct)?



Knee___ Elbow___ Shoulder___ Hip___ Jaw___  (Hint:  These joints and the oyster’s hinge move in one direction only.)

The length of an oyster is measured from the umbo to the bill.  How long is your oyster? ______________________

An oyster has to be three inches long to be “legal” (big enough to keep).  Is your oyster legal size? __________________

It takes an oyster about a year to grow one inch.  About how old is your oyster? ______________________

Look at the rough layers on the shell.  Why do you think those are there?
_________________________________________________
Look closely at the pictures and read about the other animals that live on oyster shells.  Examine the outside of your oyster shell for evidence of these animals.  Check any that you think may have lived on your oyster:
Barnacle __



Polydora Ligni (whip mudworm) __

Barnacle Scar __


Oyster Spat __




Boring Sponge__

NOTES:  

