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Purpose of Open House:
Maryand’s current recreationdl crap regulations
ard license structure have proglems which are
recodnized by cradoers, erdorcement officers,
fishery) manaders, and scierndists dlike.

Cradoers find them complicated and cordusing,

Endorcement officers struggle to explain them to
help craldoers understand and follow the rules.

s do not have the necessary) information on
recreationd harvest o male management Aecisions.
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We are soliciting your comment on wWAYs to
improve the sustaindiility) of Maryland's
recreationdl cral fishery) by:

1) Simplifging Maryland’s overly) complex
regulations and license structure.

2) Creating a.mare cost effective means o
gather essentid information on blue cra
recreationdl catch and effort.



The Problems with Complex
?e@ulﬂtwns and License Structure

e are five or
recre, cr ' ' ' in4 no .

There are different catch limits depending on whether a

cradoer (s licernsed, wnlicensed, cradoing from a boat or

shore, done or with friends and even if it's the person or
the boat that is licensed.

Severdl tpes of gear are dllowed to be used to harvest
craos by both licensed and wnlicensed recreationdl
craldpers but at different anmovnts based on license status.

on or craloper
re@u(mwr\s Aifficult to endorce




The Problems with Complex. Regulations
ard License Structure

Current Tn-state Recreational Cradoing License Scenarios
1) Resident Recreationdl Craoboing Lic
This is the $5.00 license people bwy to go cradbing using 4
trotline or greater rumbers of et rings or collapsible traps
and keep up 10 1 bushel of cralps. People who have this
license can be essily) and cost effectively surveyed for catch

and effort information but they represent less than half of
the people dlowed to crab.

ree ordooing ¢ ooat Vec
This is issued when you purchase a plessure boat decal for
fishing. The complimentary) cradoing portion only licenses
the person who bugs the boat decal (not everyone on the
boat like the fishing portion of the decal. which is
confusing). There are approximately) 43,000 of these
issued, ut prolody) only a fraction are used. 1t is
extremely) expensive to survey) dll of these people to find out

who is cradoing.



The Problems with Complex. Regulations
ard License Structure

Current Tn-state Recreational Cradoing License Scenarios
2) The Crdoboing Bogt Li
This is a license that people bw) to license a boat, not 4
person. Tt allows one unlicensed individudl on that boat to
catch a bushel of cralps. Tt does not license everyone ike

the fishing boat decal. Cordusing. AND, there is no way for
ONR to survey) these people to estimate harvest.

ront Property Owner
There are thousands of waterfront properties on Chesapedie
Ba) where o cralp pots may be deploved. 1t is
extremely) expensive to survey) All these people and get 4
reliable estimate of harvest.

5) Yo license at al
There is ro cost effective way to estimate the harvest by
this group of people.



What happens when you combing the complex. license
structure with different catch limits and gear?

Con You figure ont what You're allowed to do?

Catch Limits

Gear Limits

2 Dozen Hard Crabs 1 Dozen
Peelers or; 1 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of

1 Dozen Peelers & Soft
Crabs

No Recreational License

Dipnet; Handlines; Up To 10
Collapsible Traps or Net
Rings or; Combination of
Up To 10 Traps or Rings

1 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2
Dozen Soft Crabs or;
Combination of 2 Dozen
Peelers & Soft Crabs

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps
or Net Rings or; Not More
Than 30 of a Combination
of Traps and Rings; Up to

10 Eel Pots for Bait

1 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2
Dozen Soft Crabs or;
Combination of 2 Dozen
Peelers & Soft Crabs

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps
or Net Rings or; Not More
Than 30 of a Combination

of Traps and Rings

1 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2
Dozen Soft Crabs or;
Combination of 2 Dozen
Peelers & Soft Crabs

2 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2
Dozen Soft Crabs or;
Combination of 2 Dozen
Peelers & Soft Crabs

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps
or Net Rings or; Not More
Than 30 of a Combination
of Traps and Rings; Up to

10 Eel Pots for Bait

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps
or Net Rings or; Not More
Than 30 of a Combination

of Traps and Rings; Up to
10 Eel Pots for Bait per
licensed individual




But YWait! Theré's morel

Catch Limits

Gear Limits

4 Dozen Hard Crabs; and 1
Dozen Peelers or; 1 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of 1
Dozen Peelers & Soft Crabs

Individual(s) Not Licensed-
Boat Not Licensed

Dipnet; Handlines; Up To 10
Collapsible Traps or Net Rings
or; Combination of Up To 10
Traps or Rings

1 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of 2
Dozen Peelers & Soft Crabs

2 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of 2
Dozen Peelers & Soft Crabs

2 Dozen Hard Crabs; and 1
Dozen Peelers or; 1 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of 1
Dozen Peelers & Soft Crabs

Land Owner- Not Licensed

1 Bushel Hard Crabs; and 2
Dozen Peelers or; 2 Dozen Soft
Crabs or; Combination of 2
Dozen Peelers & Soft Crabs

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps or Net
Rings or; Not More Than 30 of a

Combination of Traps and
Rings; Up to 10 Eel Pots for Bait

Trotline Max. 1200 feet. Not More
Than 30 Collapsible Traps or Net
Rings or; Not More Than 30 of a
Combination of Traps and
Rings; Up to 10 Eel Pots for Bait
per licensed individidual

2 Pots Per Parcel of Private
Property and; Dipnet; Handlines;
Up To 10 Collapsible Traps or
Net Rings or; Combination of Up
To 10 Traps or Rings

2 Pots Per Parcel of Private
Property and; Dipnet; Handlines;
Up To 30 Collapsible Traps or
Net Rings or; Combination of Up
To 30 Traps or Rings;

Up to 10 Eel Pots for Bait




Complexity) & Data

The current recreationdl license structure makes it
Aifficult and exiremely) expensive to gather harvest
Aata. that is needed. for management because we
don't know who is cragoing,

Currerdly) the Waryland

recregtiond crdo harvest is

estimated using 4 phone survey)

that calls a random. growp of

individvdls o ade, if M went % /| ZEE |

YWith an unknown namber of unlicensed. cradoers and

issuing complimentary) crddoing licenses to people that
don’t intend to cralo there is no way to know how many

people are recreationally) cradoing,



Complexity) & Data
We do know Recreationdl harvest is significant!

In 2011 there was a totd of 104452 recreationdl cradoing licenses issued with
752 being discoused or complimentary.
If all of those license holders canght 2 bushels over the course of the year, tota
harvest wolld be dpout

S4H Million Pounds

And what dgout the unknown rumber of people

With no license at Al777?

The number of licensed
recreationdl crddoers has
been going up the st few
Yedrs so potertial
recreationdl harvest could
ncrease.
There is unlimited potential recreationd harvest and without an accurate
SUrvey) mandders do not know how much of that potential is being harvested.

of Reeveational Crabbing

20,000 A

Nuntber

Year

The dbility to accurately) estimate recreationd harvest at a reasondide cost will be
good for the resource and has potertial benefits for the recreationd cradoer.



Complexity) & Data
Why) is having better recreationdl harvest data good

or resource?

Maryland manages it's blue crap fishery) so that harvest rates remain
near 4 scierdifically) — estadlished target level.

T+t is essentidl to understand harvest to make sure we are not
exceeding safe fishing lovels.

In2008. Mardand gyl harvest rates for Chesapedse Samde cras
erohibited al

recreationd harvest of & | /M
o 0.3 - ‘\/ Vo /
femdle cralos becavse ¢ o s
of the indbollity o~ £ 01
. O T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
estimate harvest. S P PP RSG>E PO
Year
- female harvest rate target — maximum safe level

With the Bay-wide objective to protect famale cralps, it is unlikely
that Maryland would allow recreationd harvest of famales without 4
rdlidde means to estimate harvest.



Complexity) & Data

Scientists who advise Maryland and Virginia on crap fishery
manddpment have ddvised that better recreationd harvest
estimates are necessar) 10 enswe A healthy) stock,

Since 2007 the Chesapedke Bay Stock, Assesament Committee
(CBSAL) has pointed ont the need for improved indormation on the
recreationdl. crao fishery

The need for a bay wide recreational survey) was supported by an

internationdl pandl of experts in 2011 during 4 review of the new
benchmark, blue craly stock, assesament

B = ":.-_-

" Or. Julian Addison — independent fisheries consultant; Trance:
) SN
STOCK iSSEsm

B JIe)es A capiide suvey) of récréationd catchos showld e wndertaben
BLUE CR!
_IN%HES APEAKEAg'A& e diztol) and at reqular intervals to quantify) the overall
" 0":"‘“ 2011 lavndlings fiom the recreationAl sector.”
‘_ o 3. X

Or. Billy Ernst ~ Dept of Ocearography): University) of Concepcion, Chile:
In recent years sme aress in the (hesapedbe Bay seem to be
experiencing hightr récréationdl fishing mortality than reported in

this analysis. It is recommended that 4 new baywids récréeatioa
sV be wadertdben.”



What are O\ godls in
developing 4. solution?

@ first - Redesign license structure
Better identify) recreationdl cradoers to provide a solid framework,

from which a cost effective survey can be dore to provide
relidole harvest estimates and improve manadement.

.. Second — Provide for wnlicensed cradoing activity, bt
S ith reduced gear and. catch imits to minimize impacts of
unknown harvest.
ONR recogpizes the cultural importance within Margland of
hardllining or dipnetting for cralos with the family), without the
hassle of bwing a license. DR wishes to maintain this cultwral
mdinstay) but ensure that its impacts 1o 4 sustdindde crao
population are minimdl.

> \hird ~ Simplify) regulations o reduce  condusion and
-~ improve compliance.

Develop gear regulations that are essier to understand and

endorce.



Solution ~Redesigning the License
Structure for Better Data
Option: Eliminate the cradoing boat license

This license covers the boat and dlows for one
unlicensed person to keep 1 bushel and use licensed
anovnds of gear.

Becavse this license does not work, like the fishing
pleasure oot decal which covers evertone on the boat,
there is an enormous amount of condusion on allowable

gear and catch limits with this license.

There is no way for ONR to identify) who is cralroing
under this license, and therefore it is impossile to
estimate harvest occuring) in this license catedory.



Solution ~Kedesigning the License
Structure for Better Data

le:ion: Discontinve the cgmg M@' gcr@@@
I hat is issued with the pleasure bogt deca

oun r

Individudl recreationdl. craidoing license (¥5) can e purchased at a discownted
rate (42) with 4 bay and cosstal sport fishing license.

The free license creates cordusion because it does not cover everyone on the boat
like the fishing portion of the decal. This license only covers the individual who
purchased the boat decdl.

In 2011, discounted and complimentary licenses accounted for dpout 757 of the
cradoing licenses issued.

MNearly 30,000 licenses were issued to people who may have no intention to go

craldoing) but got the license because it was included in their fishing license or

added for just ¥2.00. This dilutes the sampling pool for harvest phone surveys
Which increases cost and reduces relidoility) of harvest estimates.



Solution - Redesigning the License
Structure for Better Data

Option: Require a specidl license to use
waterfront crap pots

Waterfront property owners are permitted to use 2 crdp pots off their private
property or pier.

There are close to 40,000 residential

waterfront properties but manaders do

not know how many) of the potential

20.000 pots are being vsed or who is deploying them.

A license would allow DNR to efficiently) survey) waterfront property) owners using
pots resulting in a rélidile harvest estimate.

Licersing waterfront cralp pots would dlso be of sulpstantial benefit to the
conservation of Maryand Terrapin Turtles (state reptile) by improving education
on the importance of the required turde saver devices and other regulations.



Solution -~ Redesigning the License
Structure for Better Data
Option: Raise non-resident licerse foes to 435

cre noNn-rési c or %

Over the years, DR has had supstantial comment from
stakoholders that the carrent price of #1000 for an anvvadl
non-resident cradoing license is too low.

An anvvdl license is good for the entire year, but many) people use
the license for a only brief time while vacationing in Margland.
This creates a proldem for surveys, becavse we don't know when
the activity) i happening.

Ruising the anvudl fee 10 $35.00 and offering a. 7-da license for
#1000 would give manaders better information on the lovel of
participation and be similar to the current fishing license structure.



Solution - Simplify) Catch Limits
W/ option for unlicensed cradoers

) o .
What's the current limit?
Unlicensed 2 dozen 1 dozen
Individual Unlicensed on a boat 4 dozen 1 dozen
Licensed Individual 1 bushel 2 dozen
Unlicensed person(s) 1 bushel 2 dozen

Licensed lor more licensed (other than
Boat the boat owner) with or w/out 2 bushels
additional unlicensed people

Unlicensed person(s) 4 dozen 1 dozen

Unlicensed 1 license alone or w/
) 1 bushel 2 dozen

Boat unlicensed crabbers
2 or more licenses 2 bushels 2 dozen

Option: 'W\ake catch limits for unlicensed
cragpers the same when on shore or on 4 boat

From shore or on a boat Male Hard Crabs Soft/Peeler

Unlicensed Individual 2 dozen 1 dozen

Licensed Individual 1 bushel 2 dozen




Solution ~ Simplify Gear w/” option
for unlicensed crabers
What are the Carrent regulations?

* Hand line  1200ft of trotline and

* Dip net « 30 traps or rings (or combo)
* 10 traps or rings * 10 eel pots for bait

» Seine * Hand line and dip net

» 2 crab pots - waterfront property | ¢ Seine

owners ONLY

Option: limit unlicensed. craldoers to hand lings and
Aip nets only) while limiting licensed craldoers to
usingj one gedar tpe at a time.

Unlicensed Licensed

* Unlimited hand lines and Dip » 1200ft of trotline OR
nets « 30 traps or 30 rings

* Hand line and dip net
» Seine

* 2 crab pots — waterfront property
owners ONLY




Just how will these options

fect me?

(o) T an unlicensed cradoer:

 Ypu would be limited +0 hand! lines and dip nets, and
would have a catch limit of 2 dozen wadle hard cray and 1
dozen. soft/ pedler limit on 4 boat. Ypu would need 1o get 2.%5
recreationdl cradoing license to continue using) traps or net rings.

& Tm aliconsed cradoer:

Vpu will only be dile to use are type of gear on a trip. The
license foe will still be 5. With a license, your catch limit will be

one bushel of mdle hard craos and 2 dozen soft or peeler cralos
regardless of where you are., or what gear You are using,

I have a recreationdl crdp boat license

ym would need 1o get 4 %5 individudl licerse. Unlicensed
cradoers that operate Your boat would need o get a license or
be limited to hand lings only and a 2. dozen wdle hard crao and
1 dozen soft/peder catch limit.



Just how will these options

aMfect me?
-~ , Luse a discounted or complimentary licerse:

" Ypu would reed +o purchase a %5 recreationd crao licenss
rather than the ¥2.00 discounted license.

€ T .
-~ T a4 waterfront property owrer:

Ypu will need 2. %5 waterfront property) license to set the 2
dllowddle cralo pots. Ypu can still cralo without 4 license but will
be limited to handlines and diprers only.

& T an out of state recreationdl. crdpler:

The ron-resident cralgoing license would be #35 for the
entire Year but there is an option to purchase a #1000 license that

is good for 7 days.



QMbwdt’cir\@ Comments
e S S S S S e S .

Tf you have questions please ask, the
ONK staff availadle.

We would like 1o get your feediack.
Ypu can sulomit: comments by):

filling out a comment card

Emdiling your comments +o:
fisheriespuldiccomment®dnr statemd vs

taxing You comments to H10-260-2310


mailto:fisheriespubliccomment@dnr.state.md.us�
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