


The Problem

* Rules for fishing gear are in many) different
sections of regulation and law and it is hard
0 find the applicAde rile. g

* Current rules are ambidguovs 45 1o the
legAlity of some gears and conduise anglers.
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* The rules are not clear and concise.

* There are gears that DNVK would like to
Allow for that are currently) prohibited.
Charndes are needed to address this issue.




Proposed Solution

* Defire fishing gear for clarification and
erdorcament purposes

* Provide incressed corsistency with gear
uses in tddl. and ron—~tida waters

® Expand the vse of certdin gear within
fisheries management guidelines



Bﬂck@mwwl on
Gear Rules

2011 — ‘MO Gereral Assamioly) passed House Bill 111
which gives DR authority to redulate recreationd gear
ard commercidl ke nets, hoop nets, bank traps, and
fish pots.

2011-2012 ~ ONR staff discuss gear options and
corflicts

May 3, 2012 ~ DNK staff meet with 4 joint workgronp
of the Tidal Tisheries Advisory) Commission and Sport
Fisheries Advisory) Commission to discuss ideas for gear
regulations. Their suggestions have been incorporated in
this presentation.

2013 ~ MO Gererd Assamicly passes Senate Bill 59
which cleans up statute corflicts and dllows the draft
gear regulations o move forward



Recreationd Gear

Addressed
Nets

in Proposd

Non-Active Line Gear
Cast nets Jug
Seings Bank, pole
Dip nets Bush-boly
Landing nets Trotline
Projectile Gear Active Line Gear
Bow and arrow Hook, and line
Crossloow Rod and redl
Spear Handline
Spear gun
Traps Fnd Gl
2y Hard

TNoodling




Active Line Tishing Gear
Definitions

Hook, and ine:

— A line free of mechanical devices except for
reels attached o a pole or rod or held in
hand and. attended in a manner that the

fish is canght Gy the hook.

?0&{ and redl: \%
D)

—A pole with 4 ling and usudlly 4

mechaniam, attached at the bottom of the
pole, and is turned by a crank, so that the
line is wound around 4 barrel

Hardlire:
— A fishing line attended primarily by hand.




Rules for
Active Line Qear

Currently) there is a limit of three rods at one time
in non—tidal waters, but no limit in tidal waters.
The proposal estalishes 4 maxinum of three or a
combination of three active ling fishing gears that
may be vsed per individval.

— Should this apply to Charter boats?

— Shauld there be a boat linit regardless the rowier of
nAViAnAlS?

Gear must be attended or person must be
actively) in control of the gear.

Some rules do not change but will be located in a
new regulation:

— Yo mare than two hook wnits ((e. hadks or lwes) per (ine.
— Shagging is not legal in State waters.




Ton-Active Line Tishing
Gear Definitions

Bank, pole:

— A ling and hook, danding into a river, stream, or (dke that
has the other end attached to a pole which is stuck into
the grownd.

— A line and hook danding into a river, stream, or (ake that
has the other end attached to an overhesd tree or bush
limbp.

ug:
— A method of fishing, where the fish take the bait
voluntarily, that uses lines suspended from floating plastic
contdiners or devices.

Trotline:

— A single line from which hang, at intervals, multiple short
lings which terminate with single baited hooks.




Rules for
n*Act(v& Line Gear

Current@ bush bolos and bank, poles are addressed
only for non—-’cw{ﬂl waters. Drafted rules wonld
estalish bank, poles, and bush~bols:

— Cavot be used n taal watars,; and

— onlt) & used o non—tidal watars o accoraamnce with
Natwal keosowrces Article, 4-617, Arwotated Code of
Margwd.

Current rules do not address the distinct differences

of jugging and trodlings in regards +o hooks,
specificaly) in tidal waters. The draft rule would

— A jug cavot have mare than 2 hodks per line and no more
than one lne per jug.
— fonksh Trotlnes:
* Lot have marg than 25 hooks,
* Camwot be mare than 100 feet in length,
* Canot be made of wetal, A
* Cawot be use finkish for bait




Additional Questions for
Yon-Active Line Gear

Should there be season limits for when these gears
maY be vsed?

Should there ke limits on hook, sizes that may be
used to address concerns regarding catching non-
targeted species?

Are there aress where non-active line gear showld
be prohiited?




Traps Definition

A single entrapment device, vsed to catch bait
finfish, without associated wings or leads, and
COV\SiSﬁr\@ of:
— A ancloawre of variouns shaves covered with mesh
Nepond of not greater than 1/ 2 nch square mash siz¢

tor tiaal waters and nch square mesh for ron—tiaal
WAtH'S;

— ne or more entrances wWith am opering not mare than 2
nches n Adiametar m tidal watars or not morég than [
nch o Adiametar i non—tiaal watars, and

— o Adpmension greater than 24 nches in any Aréction.




Rules for Traps

Current rules do not allow traps to be used in State
waters. Many individvdls like using traps to catch
bdit and the current prohibition is problematic.
The drafted rules provide for the use of a trap
under the following conditions:

1. A trap must be marked with the individval’s
namve, address, or ONR TD.

2. A rap must be set in front of the individudl's
property, within 100 gards of the shore, and.:

— Attached by a line to the property or 4 privately onned pier
ar Aok,

— Maked &) 2 buoy or pole v sign, or
— Attached to a boat that s not Aocked.

3. Anindividvdl cannot harvest fish with a trap in
the following nontiddl aress:

— Al Special Tront Wanagewent Niaters Aescriced in
COMAR 05 ILOIC. O. G wd H, and

— Dver and Swan Credks n Hartord Comty.




Projectile Tishing Gears
Definitions

Bow and arrow:

— A projectile with a thin straight shaft that is intended to be
shot from a wedpon. operated by hand which is composed of
& curved. piece of materia with a tant cord to propel the
ATon.

Crosdpow:

— A weapon for shooting 4 projectile with a thin straight shaft
with an attached line that consists of a short bow mounted
crosawise by the end opposite the stock.

Q(aear :

— A shaft with 4 sharp point and/or barls for capturing 4 fish
by piercing its body which may dso be known. g 4 gig.

QP&M’ @W\:
— Ay type of device used for propelling a spear under water
by any) means other than marudl in order to catch fish.




Rules for Projectile

Gear

* Tontidd Waters — Current rules still apply

* Tidd Waters
— W are considering  allowable species and seasons — Hlease
make sudgestions!

— Brondoited Species - Strped bass, Sharks, Lobstar, walleye,
chan pickerdl, and species with cloawes (dhad, herring, etc.)

* Crosdoows would be added as a permissidle gear.

* The following restriction was only) for nortidal waters
but would be expanded to tidal waters: A person may
not shoot 4 projectile gear without specific advance
permission within 100 yards of any:

— ftwman beng,
Frivate or public swimming area;
Interrational Aiving Aag,
CecupieA Anck Glind: or
Vessel other than that occupied &) the vdivianal arrow fishing.

* Projectile gear must have a retrievdl ling attached 1o it.




Nets Definitions

— A circular monofilament or multi-ply net with
weights distriouted arownd its edde that is cast or
thrown b) hard in such a manner that it spregds
ont on the water and sinks.

Seings
— An encircling tpe of net with mesh.

Dip nets
— A mesh bag) of netting which is susperded from a
circuar, oval, or arec frame attached to a
handle or rope which is fisned by hand.

Landing nets
— A mesh bag) which is suspended from a circular,
oval, or rectangplar frame attached to o handle

Which is operated b harnd to capture a fish
attached to a line.




Rules for Nets

Rules for net use vary throughout the
State and are not clear. The proposd

would clarify) net use as follows:
Seine
—In tidal waters seines shall:

* Havemash ro greatar than L4 inch,
* Yot exceed 20 #et in width ad 5 feet in height
* Only be ustd to catoh mirvows and other bait fish, and

* Only e emptied fiom share.

— T nontidal waters seines shall:

* Havemash ro greatar than LY inch,
* ot exceed 6 feet in width ad 4 féet in hight,
* Enly be used to catch mirvows and other bait fish,

* Yot be useA within 50 gards of the base of any dam or
the month of any river or tricvtary), ad

* Only e emptied fiom share.




Nets Rules Con't

Rules for net use vary throughout the
State and are not clear. The proposdl

would clarif) net use as follows:

Cast Vet
— May only e used in tidal watars, and
— The radivs cavot be lager than 10 2.

Dip Nat
— EXisting rules wil still a90.
— Erohitited wpstream of 4 line dravn fom the nor therrmost
pont of the month of Deer Crédk in Harford County) in 2

narthesstarly) direction to the intarsection of US komte 222
wd Covdl &oad in Ceocd Comnty.

Landing nets may) be used in 4dA and non-tida waters.
Existing rules will still apply) in non-tidal waters.




Hand Tishing Gear
Definitions
968 GeArs are not currendly) prohibited,
but the proposal wolld clarify that they

ae egal gears and perwissivle:

B@ Hand.:
— A method of fishing whereloy) an individual vses their own
hand to phusicaly capture the fish.

7\00&{(0'\@
— A method of catching fish using ong’s hand or foot while in




Comwercid Gears
Definitions
Like the rec(;(eatéoml rules, the dodl. of these
COMMEL Cl chan@es s 10 €55 Vi,
definitions and inconsistent gear rw
Boank, Traps - an enclosure constructed of wire mesh not more

than U feet long and not mare than U4 feet wide, with 4. single
row of heddging not more than 75 feet long

tike Nets - means a fixed finfish entrapment net device,
without 4 pound or crilo, consisting of:

(4) A series of hoops covered by mesh weboing of 712, or larger, nyon of not less
than 1-1/2 inch mesh size;
(©) Mo mare than ore set of wings;

(c) A leader or hedding not londer than 250 feet consisting of 712, or larger, twine
and with 4 minimum mesh size of 3 inches;

(A) In nets with a mesh size less than 2-1/2 inches, a cull panel at least 1 foot by 1
foot with unobstructed escape meshes when set with 4 minimum mesh size of 2-
1/2 inches;

(&) A single entrance funnel; and

(f) One or mare interndl funnel shaged throats.



Definitions Con't
tish Pots - means a single, finfish entrapment net dovice,
without associated winds or leadss, corsisting of:
(a) An enclosure of various shapes covered with mesh welding of not less than 1-
1/2 inch mesh size;
(L) One or mare conical entrance furnels; and

(c) One or mare wolsstructed escape vents, in the holding chamber, of at least
2-1/2 inches in diameter, if circular, or 2-1/2 inches mesh size if square.

Hoop Vets ~ means 4 single finfish entrapment net device
GOr\SiS‘tir\@ of:
(4) An enclosure formed by a series of hoops covered by mesh weldoing of #12, or larger,
twine, of not less than 1-1/2 inch mesh size;
(©) One or mare interndl funnel-shaped throats;
(c) A single endrance funndl;
(d) o wings and \eadter: and

(¢) In nets with a mesh size less than 2-1/2 inches, a. cull panel at lesst 1 foot by 1 foot
with unobstructed escape meshes when set having 4 minimum. mesh size of 2-1/2
inches.



Rules for Comwmercia
Gear

Fish pots may) not be used in the float free channdls
listed in COMAR 08020307 and 03020503

Fish pots be fished in a strings of pots, but onl
if’c&\g(&cmpuwsamﬁw ﬂ?&fwg license ’
numer on egch end of the string.

A commarcial tidal fish licensee may) only) vse 4 bank,
trap as defined.

A commercial tiddl fish licensee may) only vse a fuke
net as defined.

— The fYke net shall be marked with the licensee's tidal fishing license rumber.
— When harvesting from a fyke net, 4 licensee shall remove and return to the
water any) fish for which the season is closed or the quota has been reached.

A commercidl tidal fish licensee only) use a hoo
net 4s defined. m9 T d



We want t0 hear

from you!

ONR is always striving to do better.
Plosse spedk, with our stff or leave us
4. comment regarding the information
we have provided yon +today.

Ypu can. dlso provide comment on these
dess by Visiting our welpsite.
W Anr mariand gov/ fisheries/ regulat
ions/ Ar aftregulations ssp
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