Figure 24: Four Tiers for Land Designation — The Septics Bill
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As the law says (Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, §1-508[a]), PPAs must be in Tier IV
areas. Tier IV areas are areas that are not planned for sewage service and are:
(I) Areas planned or zoned by a local jurisdiction for land; agricultural; or resource protection,
preservation, or conservation
(i) Areas dominated by agricultural lands, forest lands, or other natural areas
(iii) Rural legacy areas, priority preservation areas, or areas subject to covenants, restrictions,
conditions, or conservation easements for the benefit of, or held by a state agency, as defined in
§ 9-206 of the environment article, or a local jurisdiction for the purpose of conserving natural
resources or agricultural land

The law required all counties to submit their proposed Tier map by December 31%, 2012, which are then
subject to review by the Maryland Department of Planning. However, not all counties met the deadlines,
and some counties did not include part or all of their PPA in the Tier IV area. This is significant, because
the Tier IV designation shows where major subdivisions on septic systems are prohibited and where the
county is committed to land preservation. If all or part of a PPA lies in Tier I, then the county intends to
make large lot development the primary land use. These important distinctions have a bearing on where
the state will focus land conservation funding, particularly if the intent is for landscape scale rural
resource conservation. More information can be found on septic tier mapping guidelines and the bill’s
implementation status.>®

55 http://www.mdp.state.md.u.s./OurWork/SB236Implementation.shtml
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