A trend toward motorized activities and those activities with relatively high equipment costs showing up
in the bottom ten participated in activities suggests that these users groups are smaller but have the
financial means to engage in these activities.

Through Maryland’s Program Open Space process, these findings can provide guidance to county and
municipal recreation and parks agencies on Marylanders’ preferences for developed recreation

supporting field sports, playgrounds, and special events.

Figure 6: Participation in Outdoor Recreation Activities — Bottom 10 Overall
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Importance of Outdoor Recreation to Marylanders

Results from the random telephone survey conducted for the Maryland Land Preservation and
Recreation Plan revealed that over half of all respondents indicated that the availability of parks, trails,
outdoor recreation facilities, and outdoor education programs is “extremely important” to their
household. Figure 7 shows that according to the top two ratings, 79 percent of phone survey
respondents and 91 percent of online survey respondents, perceived outdoor recreation as important or
extremely important. This data aligns with the high participation rate (82%) noted earlier.
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