Patapsco Valley State Park and
Soldiers Delight Natural Environment
Area

May 2016 Program Calendar
Wednesday, May 4th: Story Hour- Hilton Nature Center- 11am-12pm
✤
Join us every Wednesday at 11am at the Hilton Nature Center to hear a
nature-themed story read by one of our Naturalists! Geared toward children 10 years
and younger, but all ages are welcome! Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations welcome!
Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more information.

Wednesday, May 4th: Stream Doctors- Lost Lake, Avalon Area3pm-4:30pm*
®

Meet us at Lost Lake, located in the Avalon area of Patapsco Valley, at 3pm for Stream
Doctors! How healthy is the Patapsco River? Discover the smallest inhabitants of the
river and what they mean to the river‛s health! Learn how to test the quality of the
water with the guidance of our naturalists. Dress for water activities! In the event of
rain, this program will take place in the Hilton Nature Center. Open to all ages! Cost: Free!
Donations welcome! Pre-registration is required. Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up.

Thursday, May 5th: Thomas Viaduct History Talk- Avalon Ranger Station1pm-2pm
*

Come join a Historical Interpreter at the Avalon Ranger Station at 1pm for a short walk underneath
and around the Thomas Viaduct. Learn about the history behind the bridge, its importance to
American industry and transportation, and how the Patapsco Valley contributed to the early growth
of this country. Open to all ages. Cost: Free! Donations welcome! Rain or shine! For more
information, please call 410-461-5005.

Saturday, May 7th: Salamander Saturday- 
Hilton Nature Center-
1pm-4pm
✤
Visit the Hilton Nature Center for a Salamander Sal-ebration! Discover the secret lives of these
fascinating creatures through hands-on activities and a short walk through the woods. Activities
will take place between 1pm and 4pm in the Nature Center. Rain or shine! Open to all ages. Cost:
Free! Donations welcome! For more information, please call 410-461-5005.

Saturday, May 7th: Owl Prowl- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center8pm-10pm*$

Come join a naturalist on a one-mile hike to listen for owls! Meet an ambassador owl
from our aviary! We will discuss basic biology, habitat, diet, and conservation. The
lecture portion of this program is handicap accessible. Meet at the Soldiers Delight
Visitor Center. For ages 16 years and up, unless accompanied by an adult, this program
is suitable for families and individual adult patrons alike. Please call 410-922-3044 to
sign up. Cost: $5.00 per person.

*Sunday, May 8th: Mother‛s Day for the Birds- Hilton Nature Center12pm-1pm
✤$

Celebrate Mother's Day by creating natural bird feeders for your backyard! We will use pinecones,
tree bark, and other items found in nature to make gifts for our moms, and for the bird moms!
PEANUT BUTTER WILL BE USED DURING THIS PROGRAM. Meet outside the Hilton Nature
Center at 12pm. Rain or shine! Dress for a mess! Cost: $3.00 per person. Please call 410-461-5005
to sign up or for more information.

*Sunday, May 8th: Storytelling Hour- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center1pm-2pm
✤

Join us at 1pm at the Soldiers Delight Visitor Center to hear a nature-themed story read by one of
our Volunteer Rangers! Geared toward children 10 years and younger, but all ages are welcome! Cost:
Free! Donations welcome. Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more information.

Monday, May 9th: Stargazing-Soldiers Delight Overlook- 7:00am-3:00pm*

Rare Transit of Mercury across the Sun ON MONDAY MAY 9 -. The planet Mercury will move
directly between the Earth and the Sun.
Viewers with telescopes with approved solar filters will be
able to observe the dark disk of the planet Mercury moving across the face of the Sun. This is an
extremely rare event. The event begins around 7:12 a.m. EDT, not long after the Sun rises in
eastern North America. The planet exits the brilliant disk around2:42 p.m. EDT. Join the
Westminster Astronomical Society for this RARE event at the Soldiers Delight Overlook. Come for
a few minutes or a few hours. If cloudy or raining program will be held at the Soldiers Delight
Nature Center. This will be something to tell the grandkids (unless you‛re a grandkid then you can
tell your grandparents). There will be games, prizes and lots of fun between viewings of the transit.
Meet at the Soldiers Delight overlook from 7:00am-3pm. Dress for weather! Cost: FREE Please call
410-922-3044

*Wednesday, May 11th: Wine and Art in the Park- Orange Grove Area,
Shelter #106- 2pm-4:30pm
✤$

Bring your favorite wine and a glass, and join an enthusiastic Volunteer Ranger to create a 16x20”
acrylic painting of your choice. Instruction will be provided, and nature themes will be available
through numerous pictures. All painting supplies will be provided. Beginners are especially welcome,
but all levels of painting skills are welcome. Wear “old clothes” as acrylic paint is permanent on
cloth. Cost is $25.00 per person. All proceeds donated to the Friends of Patapsco Valley State Park.
Call 410-750-0674 to sign up or for more information. Handicap accessible. Rain or shine! (Maximum
of 20 people per session.)

*Wednesday, May 11th: Story Hour- Hilton Nature Center- 11am-12pm
✤

Join us every Wednesday at 11am at the Hilton Nature Center to hear a nature-themed story read
by one of our Naturalists! Geared toward children 10 years and younger, but all ages are welcome!
Cost: Free! Donations welcome. Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more
information.

*Thursday, May 12th: Orange Grove Mill History Talk- Orange Grove Area1pm-2pm
✤

Join our Historical Interpreter for a short walk across the swinging bridge, starting from the
Orange Grove side, and ending at the Orange Mill ruins on the Grist Mill trail. At the ruins, the
participants will learn about the history of the Orange Mill town, its connection with Patapsco Valley
State Park, and the history of the other mill towns and sites that were built along the Patapsco
River. Fun for all ages! Handicap accessible. Meet at the Swinging Bridge in Orange Grove at 1pm.

Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations Welcome! For more information, please call 410-461-5005.

*Saturday, May 14th: Stargazing- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center8pm-11pm
✤

Meet us at the Soldiers Delight Visitor Center at 8pm for some Stargazing! The moon is going to
crash into Jupiter or is Jupiter going to crash into the moon? Join us to find out which! Don‛t
forget to look through your solar-filtered telescope on May 9th to see the transit of Mercury
across the Sun! This is an extremely rare event! There will be another transit of Mercury in 2019
but then not again until 2039. Fun for all ages! Handicap accessible. Cost: Free! Donations Welcome!
For more information call 410-922-3044.

*Saturday, May 14th: Night Photography, Part One- Soldiers Delight Visitor
Center- 7pm-10pm
✤
®$

Join a volunteer ranger for a class in night photography! This two-part class will kick off with the
moon in phase. Learn how to use manual mode on the digital DLSR camera and how to shoot on
manual focus. Tripods are required for this type of photography. Fun for all ages! Handicap
accessible. Cost: $2.00 per person. Pre-registration is required with a maximum of ten participants.
Call 410-917-2239 to sign up. Stay tuned for Part Two with a moonless dark sky!

*Sunday, May 15th: Endangered Species Day- Hilton Nature Center12pm-1pm
✤

Join our naturalists in the Hilton Nature Center at 12pm for a fun, fact-filled exploration of
Maryland's endangered species! We will discuss the threats facing these animals and ways that you
can help protect them! Open to all ages. Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations welcome! Please call
410-461-5005 for more information.

*Sunday, May 15th: Serpentine Barrens Spring Butterflies-Slide Show and
Hike- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center- 1pm-4pm*

Join butterfly expert Dick Smith for a short slide show on barrens butterflies and a 2
mile hike through the globally rare serpentine barrens ecosystem at Soldiers Delight!
Search for mid-spring butterflies such as the fragile Falcate Orangetip, the small
Eastern Pine Elfin, and the bluestem grass dependent Cobweb and Dusted Skippers.
Close-focus binoculars are recommended, but butterfly net-and-release (with in-jar identification)
will be conducted by the leader. Slideshow will be presented rain or shine, but hike will be cancelled
in the event of rain. Fun for all ages; children under 12 should be accompanied by an adult. Meet at
the visitor center. For more information, call 443-778-4973 (weekdays, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.) or
410-997-7439 (please call after 7:30 p.m.). Cost: Free! Donations welcome!

*Wednesday, May 18th: Story Hour- Hilton Nature Center- 11am-12pm
✤

Join us every Wednesday at 11am at the Hilton Nature Center to hear a nature-themed story read
by one of our Naturalists! Geared toward children 10 years and younger, but all ages are welcome!
Cost: Free! Donations welcome! Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more
information.

*Wednesday, May 18th: Bloede Dam History Hike- Orange Grove Area by
Swinging Bridge: 1pm-2:30pm
✤

Come along on an informative 1.5 mile hike along the Grist Mill Trail. We will meet at the Orange
Grove Swinging Bridge and end at Bloede Dam. Learn about the history of Patapsco Valley State
Park, and stop at historic sites, including the remains of the Orange Mill. Fun for all ages! Handicap

accessible. Shine only! Cost: Free! Donations welcome! For more information, please call
410-461-5005.

*Saturday, May 21st: Animal Tracks- Hilton Nature Center- 2pm-3pm
✤

Meet at the Hilton Nature Center at 2pm and discover how to identify animal tracks in the park!
Make your own track imprints and take home a souvenir. Open to all ages. Cost: $3.00 per person.
Dress for a mess! Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more information.

*Saturday, May 21st: Friends in Focus- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center
12pm-2pm
✤$

Whether you are a professional or amateur photographer, capture our Scales and Tales animals on
film in a natural setting. A naturalist will discuss the natural history of our ambassador birds of
prey and reptiles while you snap photos! Handicap accessible. Cost: $15.00 per photographer. *Shine
Only* Dress for fun! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more information.

*Sunday, May 22nd: Storytelling Hour- Soldiers Delight Visitor Center1pm-2pm
✤

Join us at 1pm at the Soldiers Delight Visitor Center to hear a nature-themed story read by one of
our Volunteer Rangers! Geared toward children 10 years and younger, but all ages are welcome! Cost:
Free! Donations welcome. Rain or shine! Handicap accessible. Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or
for more information.

*Sunday, May 22nd: Biological Diversity Day- Hilton Nature Center12pm-1pm
✤

Visit Hilton Nature Center at 12pm on Biological Diversity Day to learn about the diversity of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed! Explore the many types of plants and animals that call this area their
home. Open to all ages. Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations welcome. Please call 410-461-5005 to
sign up or for more information.

*Monday, May 23rd: Turtle Talk- Hilton Nature Center- 1pm-2pm
✤
®
$

Celebrate World Turtle Day with a naturalist at 1pm at the Hilton Nature Center! Participate in fun
turtle-themed activities and get hands on with turtle shells. You'll even get to meet a live turtle
ambassador! Open to all ages. Rain or shine! Cost: $5.00 per person. Pre-registration is required by
May 22nd. Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more information.

*Wednesday, May 25th: Story Hour- Hilton Nature Center- 11am-12pm
✤

Join us every Wednesday at 11am at the Hilton Nature Center to hear a nature-themed story read
by one of our Naturalists! Geared toward children 10 years and younger, but all ages are welcome!
Cost: Free! Donations welcome. Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more
information.

*Wednesday, May 25th: Animal Lecture Series: TURTLES!- Soldiers Delight
Visitor Center 7pm-8pm
✤

Join a Naturalist the last Wednesday of each month to learn about a new animal that resides at
Soldier's Delight. Each month will focus on a different species/grouping of animals. From Hawks,
Owls, Vultures, Snakes, Turtles, and Frogs. Information will be presented along with a live animal to
view up close! Cost: $5.00 per person.

*Friday. May 27th: Old Time/Americana Music Jam- Orange Grove Shelter
106- 6pm-8pm
✤

Musicians and singers of every sort welcomed to play music on their chosen instruments. Jam is in a
round robin format. Everyone gets to play and/or sing a song of their choice as others join in.
Teach us a new tune! We'll entertain just about anything in the Old
Time/Amercana/Bluegrass/Folk/Gospel tradition. All ages and skills welcome! Audience and
dancers, too! Rain or shine! Please call 443-682-0651 for more information.

*Saturday, May 28th: Fish Prints- Hilton Nature Center- 1pm-2pm
✤$

Come to the Hilton Nature Center at 1pm to learn about the fish that live in the Patapsco River!
Participate in fishy activities and take home your own piece of fishy art! Open to all ages. Cost:
$3.00 per person. Dress for a mess! Rain or shine! Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for more
information.

*Sunday, May 29th: Feathered Friends Up Close- Soldiers Delight Visitor
Center- 12pm-1pm*$

This is your chance to see one of our Avian Educators up close! A naturalist will be on hand each
Sunday from 12-1 to talk about a featured feathered friend. Please call 410-461-5005 to sign up or
for more information. Cost: $5.00 per person.

*Sunday, May 29th: Thomas Viaduct History Talk- Avalon Ranger Station1pm-2pm
*

Come join a Historical Interpreter at the Avalon Ranger Station at 1pm for a short walk underneath
and around the Thomas Viaduct. There, we will learn about the history behind the bridge, its
importance to American industry and transportation, and how the Patapsco Valley contributed to
the early growth of this country. Open to all ages. Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations welcome! For
more information, please call 410-461-5005.

*Monday, May 30th: Memorial Day Hike and Photography Class- Orange Grove
Area- 9:30am-12pm

Join us at the Orange Grove area of Patapsco at 9:30 for a 2 mile hike to Cascade Falls...a favorite
place for photographers! Bring your camera! Dress for weather conditions, wear boots for walking,
and bring a camera, tripod (optional), water, and snacks. Meet at the bathhouse at the Cascade Falls
trailhead at 9:30. Open to all ages. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. Cost: Free!
Donations welcome! For more information, please call 410-461-5005.

*Monday, May 30th: Hunters of the Sky: Hilton Nature Center12pm-1:30pm
✤

Have you ever wondered what an owl eats? Where do hawks sleep? What kind of sound
do eagles make? Join our naturalists in the Nature Center at 12pm to learn all about
birds of prey! Dissect owl pellets and get hands on with feathers and talons! Open to all
ages. Rain or shine! Cost: Free! Donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to sign up or for
more information.

®

✤ Handicap Accessible 

*
Some portions are handicap accessible  Preregistration Required

$
Program Fee

Program Eligible for the Model B Junior Ranger Program

Look online or call for more details regarding all of these programs

Scan in this QR code to reach the Patapsco Valley State Park website, then go to PVSP Links and
click on Patapsco Programs to get the current program calendar.
Patapsco Valley State Park
8020 Baltimore National Pike Ellicott City, MD 21043
Phone: 4104615005
Park Headquarters Hours: Mon.Fri. 8:30 a.m.  4:00 p.m.
Please visit our website for more information on programs:
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/patapsco.asp
Larry Hogan, Governor; Mark Belton, Secretary

