
S ometimes it really does matter who you know, such was 
the case when then Tawes Garden Advisory Board Presi-

dent Norma Coulter invited her friend Nancy Weber to a board 
meeting. Nancy who was a garden enthusiast and an active 
garden club member in her community of Hillsmere was a 
logical fit to help support and promote the mission of the 
Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden. 
  Nancy accepted the Advisory Boards’ invitation to join the 
Board in September of 2000. Over the next few years while 

serving on the board 
she worked through 
committee on several 
major projects, such 
as the renovation of 
the Tawes Garden 
Gift Shop to cele-
brate the shops’15th 
anniversary, the gar-
dens’ 25th anniver-
sary celebration in 
2002, and the con-
struction of the 60 
foot long cedar semi-
circular arbor at the 
plant mural which 

was dedicated in 2003 to Charlotte Huse a past advisory board 
member and the founder of the Tawes Garden Gift Shop. 
  In 2004 the long established Tawes Garden Advisory Board 
was dismantled.  A new 501c3 tax exempt organization was 
formed called the  Friends of Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden, 
Inc.  Elections were held and 
Nancy became the first secretary of 
the newly formed group.  
  During the next couple of years 
Nancy took part in numerous fund-
raisers for the garden, sometimes as 
the project committee chair and 
sometimes as a worker. A few of 
the larger fundraising projects in-
cluded  the annual bus trip to the 
Philadelphia Flower Show, the 
Spring Mother’s Day Plant Sale and 
the annual Poinsettia and Goodies 
sale held in early December.   

   In 2010 in the absence of a board President and Vice Presi-
dent, Nancy stepped up and conducted the board meetings as 
well as continuing her duties as secretary. Her professional 
demeanor, excellent organizational  skills and her ability to 

set priorities made it possible for the board to continue to pro-
vide support to the garden. 
   The current board recognizes Nancy's invaluable wealth of 
knowledge and skills that helped to shape the Friends’ board, 
and even though she has decided to step down from actively 
working on the board the Friends’ hope to draw on her exper-
tise from time to time in an advisory capacity. 
   Over these many years Nancy has given more than two 
thousand hours of her time and talents to the Tawes Garden.  
Both the garden staff and the Friends board wish to thank her 
and her husband Ed for being ardent supporters and dedicated 
volunteers of the garden as well as  very dear friends. 
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In Sincere Gratitude   

 
     BOARD MEMBERS: 

   (of Friends of Helen Avalynne 
  Tawes Garden, Inc.) 

     Bonnie Pavlak, President 
     Mary Stuart Sierra, Vice Pres. 
     Philip W. Tawes, Jr., Secretary 
     Donald Myers, Treasurer 
  Ed Adams 
     Suzann Barthold 
  Diane Feheley 
     May Frances Ramsey 
     Lisa Siciliano 
     Beth Stader 
     Catherine Waterman 
     Anna O’Kelly, District II Director,                               
  Federated Garden Clubs of  MD, Inc. 
 

     HOURS: 
     Garden:  Daylight Hours, Daily 
    Gift Shop:  9:00-3:00, Monday-Friday  
    Cafeteria:  7:30-3:00, Monday-Friday 
    Admission & Tours:  Free of Charge 
    Telephone:  410-260-8189 
    General Information Toll Free: 
       1-800-830-3974 
 

 GARDEN STAFF: 
 

        Jay Myers, Ranger/Manager 
     Suzanne Weber, Horticulturist 
     Sandy Kowalczuk,  Administrative 
        Joyce Dail, Interpretation*                                                                                                                    
   Susan Graves, Interpretation*                                                
   Sharon Smith, Interpretation*                               
  

 

      

     
 

 

Recent Contributions 
(through November 15, 2016) 

 
 

Edward Adams 
 

Charles County Garden Club 
 

Edward Adams 
Suzann Barthold 

Crofton Village Garden Club 
May Frances Ramsey 

in memory of Norma Coulter 
 

Education Classes 
including Discover Nature programs 

 
Jerry Hopkins 

in memory of Charles D. Bias & 
Roberta Legum and her son Alan 

 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens 

Fundraiser 
 

Larry Blum 
Neil & Rebecca Hayes 

Jay & Cindy Myers 
Donald Myers 

M. Brooks Stallings 
in memory of Richard Lyttle, Jr. 

 

  To Find Us 
From US Route 50, take Rowe Blvd 
(Exit 24) toward downtown Annapolis, 
turn right at Taylor Avenue, then left 
onto Sachs Drive at the DNR building. 
 Visitor Parking 
DNR visitor parking lot–                             
Limited 2 hour parking during workweek, 
unrestricted access on weekends. (FREE)  
DNR staff parking lot–  
Unrestricted access on weekends and after 
3:30 p.m. during the work week. (FREE)  
Navy Stadium— 
Gate #6 Employee Parking (FREE) 
 Public Transportation 
Annapolis Transit’s Gold Route on Rowe 
Blvd ($2.00) or State Shuttle.  For more 
information, call 410-263-7964 or visit  
www.annapolis.gov/government/city.../
transportation  

 

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age,  
national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with a disability. 

DNR: 04-1212016-624 

  Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., Governor 
     Boyd K. Rutherford,  Lt. Governor 

 
 

Of Winter  
Interest 

      (January ~ March) 
 
 

Conifer foliage and cones.  Fruits of 
American Holly, Ornamental grasses, 

Winterberry, Heavenly Bamboo,  
Flowers of Winter Jasmine (in mild 
weather); In March, flowers of Red  

Maple and Cornelian Cherry  
Dogwood. 

  

In the fall of 2007 
Nancy Weber  

accepts a certificate 
in recognition of her 

500 hours of  
volunteer service to 
the Tawes Garden. 
Looking on are Neil 
Herrick (left), acting 
Superintendent of the 

Maryland Park  
Service, and  

Jay Myers, Tawes  
Garden Manager 

A 2006 publicity photo advertising the Friends 
annual Spring Mother’s Day Plant Sale. Nancy 
flanked by Friends  President Cindy Holschuh 

(left) and Don Myers Treasurer.  

A program chairman’s work is 
never done, Nancy working 

during the annual  
poinsettia/goodies Sale. 

With Thanks…….. 
   The garden staff wishes a sincere 
thank you to one of its valued volun-
teers, Emilie Sosnoski for her ten plus 
years of dedicated service to the Tawes 
Garden Gift Shop, and the Friends of 
Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden,  Inc.  
   Emilie joined the staff on January 28, 
2005 and worked a two hour shift twice monthly, giving over 
470 hrs. of her time and talents. Emilie's’ professionalism, 
friendly out going manner and her willingness to help others 
will be missed, we wish her well.  



 
 

 
 

DISCOVER NATURE 
 

Staffed by Anne Arundel County  
Master Gardeners 

 
 

SNOW SNOW  SNOW 
 
 
 

Join the Anne Arundel County Master  
Gardeners at the Tawes Garden to learn 

about SNOW.  What is Snow? Why does  
it seem quiet when it snows? After a story 

and a nature walk in the garden the  
children will make paper snowflakes  

to take home. 
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
 

 Ages 3-5 (with an adult) 
 Wednesday, January 25, 2017  

 10:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. 

 
$1/child.  Registration required.  

Tawes Building, Annapolis 

                         Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden          Winter 2017 Schedule of Events   
Registration Information 

For program registration, please call 410-260-8189. Accommodations for individuals 
with disabilities will be provided upon request.  Seven days advance notice is requested. 

Participants will be enrolled in the order in which checks are received to guarantee 
 priority seating.  TGV stands for Tawes Garden Volunteer. 

REFUND POLICY: Payment is due as soon after registration as possible.  If 
a program is cancelled, you will be notified and receive a full refund.   Checks should 

be made payable to the Tawes Garden, and sent to the following address:  
Tawes Garden  E-3—580 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

If you cancel your registration, you must notify the garden staff at least 5 days prior to the 
event.  Refunds will be granted only if a replacement is available from the waiting list. 

 

 Mission Statement: The Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden’s mission as a public facility is to promote, educate,       
and  encourage the conservation and appreciation of native and cultivated gardening for the benefit of all. 

FEBRUARY 
 

DISCOVER NATURE 
Staffed by Anne Arundel County 

Master Gardeners 
 

WINTERY WOODS 
SCAVENGER HUNT 

 
How do animals spend the winter?  Join  

the Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners 
to learn what animals do during the winter, 

do they hibernate, migrate or adapt?  
Following a scavenger hunt in the garden 
the children will hear a story and make a 

squirrel craft to take home. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
 

Ages 3-5 (with an adult) 
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 

  10:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. 
 

$1/child.  Registration required.  
Tawes Building, Annapolis  

MARCH JANUARY 

 

IDENTIFICATION 
of 

EVERGREENS 
Master Gardener, Bonnie Pavlak 

 

 
What better time to focus on evergreens 
than the dead of winter when they are 

most prominent.   Join the Master 
Gardener for an indoor class on  

identifying conifers and  
broadleaf evergreens. using their bark, 

cones, fruit, buds, twig scars and habitat. 
  

WORKSHOP 
 

Thursday, February 23, 2017 
1:00 p.m. ~ 3:00 p.m. 

Ages 16 years old and up 
 

Cost $10/person 
 

Bring along a hand lens or loupe 
 

Registration required. 
Email bonnie@pavlak.net  

 
 

 Tawes Building, Conference Room-CRC1 
Annapolis, Maryland 

 

DISCOVER NATURE 
Staffed by Anne Arundel County  

Master Gardeners 

 

FOUR -LEAF CLOVERS 
 

Did you know there is a difference between 
a four leaf clover and a shamrock?  Join the 

Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners  
at the Tawes Garden for a story about  

four-leaf clovers followed by a search for 
the “lucky” plant in the garden. Afterwards 

the children will make a tiny leprechaun 
hat to take home. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
 
 

Ages 3-5 (with an adult) 
Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

10:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. 
 

$1/child.  Registration required.  
Tawes Building, Annapolis 

 
 
 

The Friends of Helen Avalynne  
Tawes Garden, Inc.  

 
are sponsoring their ever-popular  

annual bus excursion   
to the outstanding Philadelphia  

International Flower Show. 
 

This Springs show theme is 
 

 

From towering windmills, wooden  
shoes and delectable cheeses, to the 

whimsical bicycles, canals and vibrant 
tulip fields of the iconic Dutch  

landscape, the  Flower Show will share 
the diverse stories of horticulture,  

innovative eco-design, and modern  
urban greening and sustainability  

efforts of the Netherlands. 
 

BUS TRIP   

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
10:00 a.m. ~ 8 p.m. 

 

 
Fee includes luxury coach  

transportation, admission to the  
show, and delicious snacks.  

 
$80/person 

($25 tax deductible) 
 

Note: Meals may be purchased at  
the nearby Reading Market. 

 

For more information or to  
make reservations,  
call 410-956-8571 

 
Meet at MD Hall for the Creative Arts 

Parking Lot,  

 

WINTER TREE  
IDENTIFICATION 
Master Gardener, Bonnie Pavlak 

  
In the dead of winter come to the Tawes 
Garden for a program on trees.  Join the 
Master Gardener  for an indoor class on 

winter tree identification.  Using a winter 
tree finder guide students will identify 
trees by their bark, thorns, fruit, buds,  

twig scars and habitat. 
  
 

WORKSHOP 
 
 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 
1:00 p.m. ~ 3:00 p.m. 

Ages 16 years old and up 
Cost $10/person 

 

Bring along a hand lens or loupe 
 

Registration required. 
Email bonnie@pavlak.net  

 
 Tawes Building, Conference Room-CRC-1A 

Annapolis, Maryland 

       Holland 

 Spring Sprouts 
 on March 20th 

 

FIRST DAY HIKE 
Tawes Garden Staff 

 

Take some time out of your busy  
New Years Day to join the Tawes Garden Staff  

on a walk of the Tawes Garden.  
Afterwards enjoy hot cocoa and cookies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
 

All ages 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 

 1:00 p.m.  
Half mile walk. Strollers welcome,  

as are pets on leashes. 

 

 WINTER TREE 
    PRUNING 

 Tyler Balderson BCMA, Bartlett Tree Service 

Join us for an indoor program  to learn the  
current "best practices" of  pruning as well as 
winter tree care, proper mulching, and insect 
and disease identification. If weather permits  

a trip into the garden to examine trees.   
 

 WORKSHOP: 
 

Tuesday, January, 10, 2017 
2:00 p.m. ~ 4:00 p.m. 
Ages 16 yrs. and up 

Cost $10/person 
 

Registration required 
Email bonnie@pavlak.net to register 

 

 Tawes Building Room CR-C1,  
Annapolis, Maryland 

 

Tawes  
Garden Gift Shop 

Presents it’s Annual 
 

SO-LONG-TO WINTER 
SALE 

20% off 
March 7th ~ 17th 

all merchandise except stamps   
 

Reasonably-priced gifts and books 
for the environmentally-minded. 

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
(except State holidays) 

 

Cash, Personal checks, Visa/Mastercard 
 

Tawes State Office Building Lobby 
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