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Atglen, PA — Schiffer Publishing authors and their new book have been nationally recognized by The Nature Generation  
with the 2014 Green Earth Book Award.

Inside A Bald Eagle’s Nest: A Photographic 
Journey through the American Bald Eagle 
Nesting Season, co-authored by Dr. Teena Ruark 
Gorrow, a professor of teacher education at 
Salisbury University, and Craig A. Koppie, a 
raptor biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Chesapeake Bay Field Office, won 
the 2014 Green Earth Book Award in the 
category of young adult nonfiction. The honor 
was bestowed September 18, 2014 during 
a ceremony and “green tie” reception at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C.

Established in 2005 as the nation’s first book 
honor for environmental stewardship, the Green 
Earth Book Award is presented to authors 
and illustrators whose works inspire a deeper 
appreciation, respect and responsibility for the 
natural world among children and adults alike.

“We extend our sincere appreciation to The 
Nature Generation for their recognition of 
Inside a Bald Eagle’s Nest,” Gorrow said. “To 
be named a distinguished author, whose book 
inspires others to appreciate and care for the 
environment, is a tremendous honor. We also 
thank Schiffer Publishing for the opportunity to 
share this true story about the American bald 
eagle’s nesting season and for the collective 
effort dedicated to completing our project.” 

Collaborating as the book’s authors and 
photographers, Gorrow and Koppie explore the 
Chesapeake Bay bald eagle’s nesting season 
through 160 images captured in natural habitats. 

They offer a rare glimpse of America’s national 
symbol as it prepares a nest and raises its young.

“Our goals include helping others understand the 
eagle’s way of life and inspiring environmental 
stewardship,” Koppie said. “By unveiling the 
secrets of this raptors’ world, we believe we can 
help others understand the ways in which all 
living things are uniquely connected.”

As part of The Nature Generation’s Green Earth 
Book Award festivities in DC, Gorrow and 
Koppie visited Patterson Elementary School to 
talk with students about America’s national bird, 
answer questions about their book, and discuss 
how students can take care of the environment. 
They partnered with Jessica Conley, lead ranger 
at Maryland’s Tuckahoe State Park Complex, 
to include a live American bald eagle in their 
presentation. 

“Most of these students had never seen a bald 
eagle in the wild,” Conley said. “To see the 
excitement and look of awe on their faces was 
priceless. They had no idea how large an eagle is 
until I came out from behind the curtain.”

Conley and Ranger Ashlee Reinke performed 
portions of their Scales & Tales Outreach 
Program, available through the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources’ Maryland Park 
Service. An egg-crushing demonstration helped 
students understand the devastating effects 
of DDT. In addition, Koppie shared telemetry 
research and allowed students to interact with 
transmitting devices. Each fifth grader received 
a signed copy of Inside a Bald Eagle’s Nest 
following the presentation provided by Schiffer 
Publishing, Ltd. 

“Patterson Elementary School’s mascot is the 
bald eagle,” Gorrow said. “Creating a personal 
experience for students with this majestic 
raptor hopefully inspired a new generation of 
conservationists, scientists and teachers.” 

Hoping their book will be used as a learning 
resource to help others understand the 
eagles’ way of life, promote species and 
habitat protection, and foster environmental 
stewardship, Gorrow and Koppie are partnering 

with organizations nationwide including 
the National Eagle Center, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology NestWatch, Pennsylvania Game 
Commission and Smithsonian National Zoo. 

“…As a raptor biologist who has worked with 
bald eagles since the 1970s, I’m extremely 
pleased to see this book, not just because it’s a 
well-written and engaging story, but because 
it describes something no one would have 
imagined 40 years ago,” said Brian Millsap, 
National Raptor Coordinator with the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service. “So sit back, relax, and enjoy a 
true-life good-news story!” 

Inside a Bald Eagle’s Nest is available online 
through Schiffer Publishing, as well as Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, and Books-A-Million. It is also 
available at many local booksellers and gift 
shops nationwide.

For press inquiries, to request a book, or to 
express interest in partnering with Gorrow and 
Koppie, please contact Elizabeth Martins at 610-
593-1777 or elizabethm@schifferbooks.com.

Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. is a family-owned, 
independent publisher of high-quality books. 
Since 1974, Schiffer has published thousands 
of titles on the diverse subjects that fuel our 
readers’ passions. From our traditional subjects 
of antiques and collectibles, arts and crafts, 
and military history, Schiffer has expanded its 
catalog to publish books on contemporary art 
and artists; architecture and design; food and 
entertaining; the metaphysical, paranormal, and 
folklore; and pop and fringe culture, as well as 
books for children. Visitwww.schifferbooks.com 
to explore our backlist of 5,500+ titles.
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