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HICKORY POINT CYPRESS SWAMP, WORCESTER COUNTY

From towering bald cypress trees to dry, upland
forests, Hickory Point Cypress Swamp Natural
Area is a wildly diverse ecosystem. This broad
wetland is regarded by some as a northern
extension of the Great Dismal Swamp in Virginia.
The bald cypress trees that characterize the
swamp are deciduous conifers, evergreen trees
that lose their leaves each fall. Cypress trees
can live for over 1,500 years and, as a species,
they have survived for a very long time; they
were common during the Jurassic period when
dinosaurs roamed the earth. Much of Hickory
Point is best explored by meandering up the
tidal areas and through the swamp by kayak or
canoe. While there is no maintained trail net-
work, day hikers can use abandoned logging
roads for access to the oak-pine and oak-heath forests found in the uplands.

Hickory Point Cypress Swamp encompasses over
2,000 acres which are owned and managed by the
State of Maryland. Much of the biological diversity
at this site can be attributed to the variety of habitats
present, such as oak-loblolly pine forests, mixed
oak-heath forests, tidal bald cypress forests, Atlantic

white cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides) swamps, and

Rarities like this great purple hair- slightly brackish tidal shrublands and marshes.
streak (Atlides halesus) can be

found at Hickory Point. Its orange
abdomen warns predators thatit  dwelling species like the barred owl and black-and-
is highly distasteful. white warbler, as well as species that thrive in

ecotones, places where different habitats merge.

Swamps of Significance

Hickory Point Cypress Swamp is the largest
southern swamp system in Maryland, and supports
at least 14 rare, threatened and endangered species.
In addition to the rare species, the Natural Area is a
well known bald eagle roosting site. As many as 50
bald eagles can be seen here at one time! The dark
swamp water also supports a variety of fish, such as
perch, pickerel, catfish, herring, largemouth bass

A stand of Atlantic white cedar
towers over the swamp. and the rare longnose gar (Lepisosteus osseus).

The extensive system is ideal habitat for forest interior

JASON HARRISON

< WATCH OUT
FOR!

USFWS

® Ticks
® Getting Lost

® Mosquitoes and other
Biting Insects

® [mpenetrable Swamps

The once Endangered bald
eagle is now a fairly common
sight at Hickory Point. Look
for these majestic birds along
the Pocomoke River.
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HICKORY POINT CYPRESS SWAMP, WORCESTER COUNTY

A Natural Partnership

VINCENT LUCAS / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Fluttering gracefully through the swamps,
a Palamedes swallowtail is a striking sight.
The dark brown wings, striped head and
thorax distinguish this rare butterfly from
the common male black swallowtail.

survive on species in the laurel

Palamedes swallowtails are usually
found near wetlands where the
shrub grows. Larvae of the

Palamedes swallowtail will only

Our largest population of the state-
listed Endangered shrub red bay
(Persea palustris) can be found at
Hickory Point. Red bay is a larval host
plant for the Palamedes swallowtail
(Papilio palamedes), a butterfly which
also is listed in Maryland as Endangered.

WES KNAPP

Palamedes swallowtail caterpillars
depend almost exclusively on
red bay.

plant family, such as red bay.

@® THE BASICS

S% KEY ELEMENTS

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The slow, murky waters at Hickory Point are
perfect habitat for the longnose gar. Unlike
most fish, gars can supplement their oxygen
intake by gulping air above the water's surface.

® No Facilities
® Old Logging Road Trails

® Multiple Canoe/Kayak
Access Areas

® Dirt Parking Area

MD DNR

Hickory Point Cypress Swamp Natural Area

Special Note: The best access area for boat launch is near the town of
Rehobeth in Somerset County. Hickory Point Cypress Swamp Natural
Area is used seasonally by hunters.

® Red Bay

® Palamedes Swallowtail
® Great Purple Hairstreak
® Bald Eagle Winter Roost

® Bald Cypress and Atlantic
White Cedar Swamp

Directions

From Pocomoke City: Cross the Pocomoke River
heading south on US 13. At the junction of US 13 and
US 113, turn right (west) onto Old Virginia Road/
Pocomoke Beltway. Continue 1.9 miles to MD 371
(Cedar Hall Road). Stay straight and follow MD 317
for 2.8 miles. Turn right onto Hickory Point Road and
travel another 2 miles
(paved road becomes a
dirt road). Follow the
dirt road to a small

CONTACT

Pocomoke State Forest
6572 Snow Hill Road
Snow Hill, MD 21863

P: 410-632-3732

For more information:
www.dnr.maryland.gov/
publiclands/eastern/
pocomokeforest.asp

parking area at the front
of a gate (which blocks
the remainder of the

road) and park here.
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